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spreading them ont over the countless ages of
a past eternity. Each step of progress then
becomes infinitesimal. Surely, they argue, the
chaos of formless matter might raise itself
slowly, by insensible steps, even into a uni-
verse of order, life, and beauty, when infinite
time has been allowed for the progress, and
every stage of the ascent is imperceptibly
minute* If geology, for instance., is pleased
to claim even trillions of years for its succes-
sive changes, what are these, when compared
with the whole range of past eternity ? That
past time has no beginning, and is really inn-
nit e, is thus silently assumed.

The fact of a Beginning, however, as taught
in the first word of all Scripture, and the error
of the opposite view, of a real infinity of past
time, seems capable of proof from reason alone.
We distinctly conceive it impossible ever to
reach the end of an eternity to come. Any
future time must be only at a finite distance,
however vast, from the present hour. Now it
is just as impossible that the universe should
have reached this present hour through a course
of past, successive ages, really infinite. Past
time must be finite, just for the same reason as
the interval from the present moment to any
actual future time. An infinite of past succes-